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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------.......
OPEN FOR BOSINESS. Because I have recently had a number of inquiries pertaining
to commercial opportunities in the Middle East in general, and the Gulf in
particular, I wanted to- advise that the Department of Commerce has inaugurated
an information clearinghouse center which will assist and advise U S firms seeking
to do business in that region of the world. I also want to mention that it
is expected the reconstruction of Kuwait will cost between $60 billion and $100
billion, and that the Kuwait Government has said U S companies will be favored
in contracting for the five year rebuilding program.
Detailed rebuilding plans have been developed by the Kuwaitis. The
reconstruction plan is a two stage one.
For the first 90 days the focus will be on emergency relief and damage
assessment. Food, water, medicine' and conununications will get first priority,
along with. putt~ng out fires at ne.arly 800 o.H wells and installations torched
by the Iraqis. To date, almost 300 contracts worth over $500 million have been
let for this phase. More than 70% of the contracts have gone to U S companies.
Phase two will cover the next 90 days, roughly from late May to late August.
It will include detailed damage assessment and design work. Extensive rebuilding,
which will go on for several years, will begin during this phase.
Currently the U S Army has two groups assisting the Kuwaitis. An Army
Civil Affairs group called Kuwait Task Force Enterprises is on the ground in
Kuwait now, and is helping to organize contracting. Also, the Army Corps 0 f
Engineers has been given a $46 miliion contract by the Kuwaiti Government to
direct the initial stages of damage assessment and rebuilding design.
Those businesses which would like assistance and counseling can call the
Gulf Reconstruction Center at 202-377-5767 or 5737. In addition, let me provide
the following contact list for assistance tailored to individual industry sectors:
U S Department of Commerce - International Trade Administration offices










There is no question that the Gulf Reconstruction Center is an information
gateway a starting point for American businesses interested in Gulf
reconstruction. It affords a wonderful opportunity to all who are interested
in participating in promoting goods and services that American business and
industry can offer the rebuilding effort.
if if if
VETERANS' ASSISTANCE LEGISLATION - 102nd Congress. Ever since the commencement
of this Congress in January the House of Representatives, mindful of the debt
our nation owes to its veterans, past at:\d present, has been working to de'sign
legislation to help our servicemen and women. This will provide a status report
of the legislation passed to date except for the Veterans' Compensation Amendments
of 1991 which I discussed in detail in a previous newsletter.
Agent Orange Act of 1991. The measure grants permanent benefits for Vietnam
veterans, or survivors of veterans, suffering a variety of specific disa~ilities
caused by exposure to the defoliant Agent Orange. The new law also requires
the Veterans Administration to consider expanding coverage to other diseases
related to the chemical, based on a comprehensive, on-going review by the National
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Academy of Sciences of all scientific and medical evidence
human impact of Agent Orange and other toxic chemicals used
was signed into law on 6 February.
VA Physician and Dentist Cooopensation & Labor Relations Act of 1991.
According to the Veterans' Affairs Committee, nearly 20,000 VA hospital beds
are lying empty due to a shortage of VA physicians. This measure would boost
special payment provisions designed to attract doctors and dentists and
substantially improve their working conditions. The House passed this on 30
January. It is currently awaiting Senate action.
Veterans' Education, Employment and Training Amendments of 1991. This
extends and improves several existing Department of Veterans' affairs programs
providing employment training, educational and vocational counseling, and
readjustment assistance. The measure expands vocational rehabilitation
opportunities for disabled veterans, and makes significant revisions designed
to enhance oversight of employment training programs by the Department of Labor.
Also under the bill, more veterans will qualify for educational counseling
programs. Heanwhi Ie J the Veterans Recruitment Program (formerly the Veterans
Readjustment Authority) would create greater opportunities for former service
members, particularly those with service re lated disabilities, to work wi thin
the federal government by waiving civil service appointment procedures. This
passed the House on 5 February. It is pending in the Senate. "
Veterans' Housing and Memorial Affairs Amendment of 1991. This proposal
passed by the House in February codifies and streamlines" existing measures
protecting veterans rece"iving -loans" "from" the DVA, and "includes steps to keep
them from losing a home to premature or unnecessary foreclosure. It also
authorizes a demonstration project creating transitional housing for homeless
veterans enrolled in compensated work therapy programs, and makes available
reduced cost housing units to non profit organizations for use as transitional
residences for homeless veterans and their families.
Veterans' Adainistration Medical Grants. H R III authorizes matching
grants from the VA and Defense Department to medical schools nationwide for
the establishment of centers for research on veteran - related medical issues.
Grants would be issued on a merit basis, with the requirement that schools provide
funding from other sources at least equal to the federal contribution. The
bill authorizes $50 million annually for the VA for FY 1992 FY 1995, and
requires a like contribution from the Department of Defense. On 27 February
this passed the House. It is currently pending in the Senate.
It has always been my belief that we must never ask our servicemen and
women to do a job without committing ourselves to an appropriate and immediate
response to their needs during and after the battle. These bills passed by
the House evidence some of the ways in which we are seeking to meet those needs.
# # #
HAVE A HAPPY ST PATRICK'S DAY. On March 17th it will once again be time to
honor the patron saint of Ireland, St Patrick, who founded churches and schools
across Ireland and converted the Irish people from Druidism to Christianity.
This is a tradition and a custom celebrated every year by millions in America
and which began back in colonial days. It's a great day for the Irish and a
great day also for all the rest of us "honorary Irishmen" of every ethnic
background who'll be wearin' the green and sportin' shamrocks. I know I'll be
among the celebrants, and let me share with you a little something inspired
by the muse in me. A poet may not be my calling, but this comes from the heart.
"There's a little bit of" Ireland in me
Oh yes, there's a little bit of Ireland in me
You can't tell it by my hair
You can't tell it by my eyes
You can't even tell it by my brogue
But may my sainted Irish grandmother
Take heed and hear me say
'There's a little bit of Ireland in me
Oh yes, there's a little bit of Ireland in me'
You can't see it
You can't tell it
But I know that you must feel it
For there's a lot of Ireland in my heart
Yes, there's a little bit of Ireland in me
For there's a lot of Irish in my heart."
it it
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